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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:

393

Name(s) of African providing account:

Yon = William Macfoi

Date account recorded:

1854

Date account first published:

1854

Date of entry creation:

22 September 2021

Source:
Account printed on p. 11-12 of S. W. Koelle, Polyglotta Africana. London:
Church Missionary House, Salisbury Square, Fleet Street, 1854.
Comments:
Koelle’s remarks (p. 11-12) –
“Pati is the Bayon capital, and is a town which cannot be traversed from end in one day.
It is about one day’s journey from the river Nen, which comes from the Mburon country in the
west, and goes to the Lufum country, four weeks’ journey east of Pati, where it joins the large
lake ‘Liba,’ whose end ‘no one can see,’ and whose mud is so sweet that the people consider it a
great delicacy: this they obtain by thrusting down long, hollow, bamboo-sticks, and, after taking
them up again, they pull out the mud which was forced into them. Pati, probably a town or
district, is situated west of Palen and Paketu, where a different language is spoken, and which are
separated from Pati by the River Nen; east of Papak, with a similar language, and Pamum, with a
different language; south of Pamban, with a similar language. On his way to the sea, Yon passed
through the countries Pangam, Yangam, Nderreosa, Lekon, Pato, Parruan, Korrwarr, ‘Afek or
Kalaba.
The name ‘Bayon’ is derived from a warlike and powerful king of the name of ‘Yon,’
who lived in Pati, the capital of a country of the same name, and it is shared by the following
towns and districts, all of which speak nearly the same language. Paman, Parrgot, Papak, and
Palumfa. The Bayon understand how to make very handsome mats and bags of grass, variously
dyed. All the samples brought from Sierra Leone are made by them. They also weave cloth from
cotton, which is about a foot in breadth. All the Bayon and Rufum eat their enemies flesh in time
of war. The Lufum people, who inhabit part of the shores of Lake Liba, and to whose king Yon
was once sent with an embassy to deliver a present consisting of salt, are tall, strong
p. 12:
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and warlike, dressing in black monkey skins and fighting with swords, spears, and arrows. Near
Lufum, and also near the shores of Liba, is another people called ‘Kenkob,’ only three or four
feet high, but very stout, and the most excellent marksmen. They are peaceful, live on the
produce of the chase, and are so liberal, that if, e.g., one has killed an elephant, he would give the
whole of it away.”

Text of Account:
p. 11
“Bayon of Pati.*-- From Yon, or William Macfoi, of Hastings, born in Pati, where he lived till
about his eighteenth year, when the Tebale came and set fire to it, in the morning before day, so
that the people ran away in all directions. He, with many others, ran into the Paza country, where
they were caught and made slaves. He was then transported towards the sea, and on the way
stopped three years in Konwan, and three and a-half years in ‘Afek or Kalaba. He has been in
Sierra Leone twenty years, with seven countrymen and four countrywomen.”

* Referring to the language Yon spoke.
(See facsimiles below.)
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